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tied of Gop, that he raiſcd up Chriſt ; whom he raiſed not 


2M CormTaians XV. 57. 


Thanks be 15 GOD, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
3  FESUS CHRIST. 


5 We E Apoſtle St. Paul, having received information that 
ſome of the profeſſors of Chriſtianity in the city of Corinth 

entertained doubts reſpeRing the ReſurreQion of the dead; and 
well knowing the pernicious conſequences which would enſue 
from the denial of this important doctrine, he labours with all 
his, might to ſet forth the Truth in the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt 
manner; firſt, by proving the Reſurrection of CHRISTA, as the 
firſt-fruits of thoſe who fleep in him; and ſecondly, the cer- 

tainty of the reſurrection of all believers, as the glorious harveſt 
which would aſſuredly follow. When our Lord roſe from the 
dead, he did not ſhew himſelf openly to all the people, nor in- 

deed was it expedient ; but to witnefles choſen of Gop, who 
were to bear teſtimony of this important event to the children of 

men. He appeared firſt to Peter ; then to all the Apoſtles ; and 
afterwards he was ſeen of above five hundred of the brethren at 
once ; the greater part of whom were living at the time when 
St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle ; and conſequently were ready to give 


evidence of the fact which they had ſcen. „ And laſt of all,” 
ſays the Apoſtle, «he was ſeen of me, as of one born out of 


due time.” Hence he declares, “ Now is Chriſt riſen from the 
dead, and become the firſt-fruits of them that ſlept.” We may 
therefore juſily infer, that as the firſt-fruits are depoſited in the 
ſtore-houſe of heaven, ſo likewiſe ſhall the whole harveſt of his 
redeemed, at his ſecond coming, be gathered into the reſt of 
eternal glory. The Apoſtle then ſhews in the following verles, 
the neceſſary connexion between the reſurrection of Chriſt, and 
the reſurrection of his people: * Now it Chriſt be preached 
that he roſe from the dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there 
is no reſurrection of the dead? But if there be no reſurrection of 
the dead, then is Chriſt not riſen. And if Chriſt be not riſen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is alſo vain, Yea, 


and we are found falſe witneſſes of Gop ; becauſe we have teſti- 


A 2 if 


uv pa 


A.” 


1 
_ af ſo be that the dead rife pot. For if the dead riſe not, then i9 
not Chrit raiſed. And it Chriſt be not raiſcd, your faith is 


vain: ye are yt in your fins.“ And what is ſti!l worſe, «« mey 
alſo who are fallen aſleep i in Chriſt are periſhed.” 


After deſcribing the reſurrection of the dead, the Apoſtle draus 
2 parallel between the Firſt, and the Second Adam, and infers, 
that it is the gracious deſign of Gop to deliver us from the power 
of all thoſe enemies to whom we became ſubject by the fin of the 
Firſt Adam; «« For as in Adam all die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made Alive. And as we have borne the imago of the 
earthly, we ſhall alfo bear the image of the heavenly.” The 
laſt enemy we ſhall be delivered from the power of, 1s death ; 1 
and in due time we ſhall, thro' Chriſt, be enabled to Join in that 
holy triumph, —<« Death 3 is ſwallowed up in victory!“ In con- 
templation of this joyful event, the Apoſtle cries out, “ 0 
cath, where js thy ſting? O Grave, where is thy viory ? 
The ſting of Death is fin; and the ſtrength of fin is the law. 


"a thanks be to Gop, who . us the victory, thro” our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ 


- In diſeourſing upon the words of the text, it may be proper tq 
kannte 

I. Who are the enemies of: our peace and peine to whom 
we were ſubjected by the diſobedience of our firſt parent. 


II. In what manner our bleſſed Redcemer” has es nay thoſe 
enemies for us? And ES 


III. Deſeribe the method whereby we may infallibly chtain 
| deliverance from them, and be enabled to ſay with the Apoſtle, | 


„ Thanks be to 1 Cone who 8 us the victory, thro” our Lord : 
Jeſus Chriſt,” 


d The enemics to whom we were brought i into Jakes by 
the rebellion of the Firſt Adam, are chiefly theſe three, Sin, 
Satan, and Death. „By one man, (ſays the Apoſtle,) fin entered 
into the world, and death by lin,” as its proper wages. And 
again, „ By the diſobedience of one, many,“ (i. e. the multitudes 
of Adam's poſterity,) “ were made, or conſtituted ſinners :' 
they were born into the world in a degenerate polluted ſtate of 8 
mind. It will be neceſſary here to obſerve, T hat our firſt parent 
was created pure and holy; he bore the image of his Maker; 
He was made the general root and repreſentative « of all his poſ- 
 ferity : He was the type or figure of him who was to come; 
that is, of the Lord JEsus CHRIST. Therefore his apoſtaſy did 
not terminate in his own perſon, but affected all whom he then 
repreſented ; and as he fell by tranſgreſſion, into a carnal, ſen- 
ſual ſtate, all who deſcend from him are born into the world in 
the very ſame condition. Therefore every one of us may, with 


the ſtricteſt propriety adopt the prophet” 8 —— * Pchold, 1 
Was 
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was ſhapen in wickedneſs, and in fin did my mother conecive 


me: “ that is, I am a ſinful degenerate child, of a ſinful de- 
generate parent. | 


In how clear a manner does the Apoſite deſcribe the nature, 
and prevalence of original depravity, in the ſeventh chapter of 
his Epiſtle to the Romans: Here, we may ſee our own picture, 
and the bondage and miſery we are brought into thro' the firſt | 
tranſgreſſion. He begins this ſubject at the fifth verſe, © When 
we were in the fleſh, the motions of fin which were by the law 
did work in our members, to bring forth fruit unto death.” That 
is, while we were carnal and ſold under fin, the inward motions, 


or propenſitics, to evil, prevailed over us, ſo that we brought + 


forth thoſe fruits of ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs, which the 
Lord hath threatened to puniſh with eternal death. In the re- 
maining part of the chapter the Apoſtle ſhews, how the earnal 
mind and its evil propenſities, prevail, till divine grace takes 
place in the ſoul: © To will is preſent with me; but how to 
perform that which is good, I find not. For 1 nnd a law ig my 
members, warring againſt the law of my mind, aud bringing me 
into captivity to the law of ſin, which is in my members.” In 
conſequence of which, the awakened, guilty finner, whom the 
Apoſtle here perſonates, cries out,“ U wretched man that Lam! 
Who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death!“ The 
Apoſtle anſwers, © ] thank Gop, through Jesus Custer our 
Lord.” Here we fee the D-liverer ſent out of Sion, who ſhall : 
turn away ungodlinels from jacob. | 


It is eaſy to obſerve, that the Apoſtle is deſcribing the ate of 
a perſon made deeply ſenſible of the evil of original corruption, 
and is ſtriving againſt it with all his might; or the ſtate of one 

who ſees in the glaſs of the divine Law, that fin is exceeding 
ſinful, and diſhonourable to Gop, and hateful in his fight, and 
attended with the moſt dreadtul and deſtructive conſequences to 
the ſoul that lives in the commiſſion of it. | 


But if 2 perſon truly enlightened, and ſincerely penitent, is 
_ nevertheleſs in a ſtate of bondage, till renewed in the ſpirit of 
nis mind by the power of the Holy Spirit; how much more ſo is 
this the caſe with thoſe whoſe minds are not at all enlightened, 
but remain in the darkneſs and ruins of the fall? In theſe the 

words of the Prophet are awfully fulfilled, „We all like ſheep 
have gone aſtray, we have turned every one into dur own way.” 

Into a way which we ourſelves have choſen, without conſidering 
whether it was right or wrong; a way which ſuited our own 
ca nal mind, and in which we vainly thought we could have found 
happineſs. Indeed all do not make choice of the ſame way of 
wickedneſs ; there is a great variety in the natural diſpoſitions 

of men; all arc not drunkards, there are ſome who are naturally 
ſober and temperate. All are not Picaſare- takets, or ce s to 

| 5 | [lvie. 
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thoſe trifling amuſements which gain the affections of the multi- 
tude; and there are even ſome to be found who are naturally of 


a chaſte diſpoſition. Nevertheleſs, all. the unregenerate are taken 
captive by one kind of fin or another, ſo that « all have ſinned 
and come ſhort of the glory of Gop.” Too many are the will- 


ing ſlaves of fin, and commit all manner of abommations with 


| greedineſs. | Theſc lay themſelves under no reſtraint, but fulfil 
the defires of the fleſh and of the mind, to the uttermoſt of their 


power. But others are not ſo deeply depraved, or at leaſt, 


having had a better education, and retaining a meaſure of re- 


ſtraining grace, ſo that their outward conduct is very—different 


from the former. Yet notwithſtanding this, the very beſt of 
men will find, when once the light of the Holy Spirit ſhines into 
their ſouls, that their minds are defiled ; that ſinful defires, tem- 
pers and appetites, have had dominion over them , contrary to the 
will of God. And being made clearly ſenſible of this, and deeply 
| humbled before the Lord on account of it, they will ſay with the 
awakened ſinner deſcribed by the Apoſtle, « When I would do 
good, evil is preſent with me; ” and conſequently they will pain- 
8 TY feel the neceſſity of renewing and ſanctifying grace. 


While we are in bondage to ſin, we are alſo brought under 
8 power of ſatan the grand enemy both of Gop and man, All 
fin is properly his work, he being the firſt ſinner. Hence our 
| bleſſed Lord pronounced thoſc dreadful words to the unbelicving 
Jes, „ Ye are of your Father the devil, for the luſts of your | 
father ye will do.“ Satan then is the author or father of fin; 
and he who lives in the commiſſion of this moſt accurſed evil, 
bears the image of the devil, and may call him — father. I he 
words of the Apolile arc very remarkable: « You hath he 


quickened, who were dead in treipaſſes and ſins. Wherein in 


time paſt ye walked, according to the courſe of this world, ac- 


_ cording to the prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that now | 
worketh in the children of diſobedience.” Is it not evident 
that the Apoſtle repreſents the unregenerate man as under the in- 
flucnce of the devil? That as the Holy Spirit of Gop works in 
the minds of his children, leads, ſtrengthens and comforts them; 
ſo ſatan works in the minds of his children, leading them aſtray : 
from Gop, diſpoſing their minds to fin againſt him, and even to 
take pleaſure in ſo doing. Hence the Apoſtle in another place, 
conſiders ſuch perſons as taken captive by the devil at his will : 


That treacherous tyrant faith to one, Go, and he pocth ; to ano- 


ther, Come, and he cometh ; and to a third, Do this, and he 


doeth it. Little do thofe poor unhappy creatures think of this; 
1 70 it is a fact too evident to be denied by any who believe the 


ible. How dreadful then is the condition of ſuch perſons, who, 


under the influence of the prince of darkneſs, are led to add ſin 


to hs till they fill up the meaſure of their iniquity, and are 
| bamiGned 


\ 
\ 


ä 


* 


baniſhed from the preſence of Gop for ever! And what an 


| humbling conſideration is this, and how deeply diſtreſſing, when 
we find that fin is ſo diffuſed through all the powers of the ſoul, 
and that ſatan has had the dominion over us, to the diſhonour of 


Gov, and the wounding of our. own mind? It is then that we 
cry out with the Pialmiſt, when he found trouble and heavineſs, 


„O Lord, I beſcech thee, deliver my foul! 2 Nt with our own 


pou 


In the Furnace we ei 
Come, Lord, from the ſky, 
Come down to our help or in Egypt we e die 1 
Our brethren we ſee, 
By merey ſet free; 
They have found the abundant redemprion in thee 7 
But ſtill we remain, | 
| In bondage and pain, 
Unable to bear, or to break off our chain. 


— 


But when this is the language of the ſoul, deliverance is af | 
hand ; for the Lordi is W Faiting to be gracious unto all who w_ 


5 him. 


3. We are alſo brought onider the power: at death ; ve that 


not only as it is appointed unto all men once to die; but fe are 
in bondage through fear of death; he is to us the king of * 
rors. That our body muſt hoods die, on account of tin, is 4 
humbling conſideration indeed ! Here we are brought to a level 
wich the beaſts that periſh. Let any ſerious perſon look into 
an open grave, O how is human nature degraded! How is the 
nobleſt, and moſt beautiful workmanſhip of Gop brought low, 
even to the duſt! Well might the Apoſtle ſay, „It is ſown in 
diſhonour;“ and in another place, how degrading is the ex- 
preſſion which he uſcs, when he calls it“ our vile wy] or as. 
ſome read the words, cur degraded, or humiliated body 9 
and humiliated indeed, when we reflect to what a ſtate it will be * 
reduced in a very ſhort time. 


egraded, 


But dreadful as it muſt appear to every thoughtful mind, to 


| 5 reduced to ſuch a ſtate, yet this is not the worſt; for « after 


death, cometh the judgment.” While then we are conſcions of 
ur guilt, we cannot but dread the thought of entering into a 


_ world of ſpirits, and appearing before the tribunal of a juſt and 


holy, of a fin avenging Gop! We know that many take no 


ſmall pains to drive the thoughts of death far from them; but 
they will return again, however unwelcome. While death ap- 
pears at a diſtance many will ſet it at defiance, and pretend 
that they have no fear or dread about any ſuch thing. But when 
death approaches in reality, hew do theſe ſtout-hearted ſinners 


tremble, 


[ 
4 
' 


tremble, and all their boaſted courage takes its everlaſting flight ? 
'Then conſcience awakes, and dreadfully accuſes them, and fear, 
and terror, and an horrible dread ſeizes upon them! Often are 


they ready to die, through fear of dying! It is true, ſome die - 
in the ſame ſtupid ſtate of mind in which they lived, but this 


does not mend the matter ; for if conſcience awakes not in time, 
it will awake in ten-fold terror in eternity. O what confulion ! 


: what aſtoniſhment! what horror! will then ſeize upon ſuch 
wretched ſouls! He who duly conſiders what death is, and to 
what a ſtate it will reduce him, — cannot but dread the thought, 


unleſs he has an intereſt in CHRIST, and a lively hope of living 
— ß „„ 


Our highly eſteemed friend, who is now no more, was well 
_ acquainted with theſe truths long ago. He not only fully un- 


derſtood, and experienced the proper effects of them upon his 


livered, he would often fing thoſe expreſſive words: 


The bondage of corruption break, 
For this my ſpirit groans; _ 

Thy only will I fain would ſcek, 

O ſave me from my own. 


A 


II. In the ſecond place, I propoſed to conſider, the Victory 
__- which our bleſſed Lorp obtained over our enemies, the benefits 
of which are communicated to us by his Word and Holy Spirit. 
That it was the purpoſe of our Lord, in coming into the 
world, ito raiſe us up from the ruins of the fall, we know very 
well; and therefore, it muſt needs be his deſign to bring us into 
marvellous light and glorious liberty, and conſequently to ſet us 
free from the tyranny of all our enemies. But in order to this, 


_ own mind, but you have heard him clearly explain, and power- 
fully enforce them from this pulpit. He was bleſſed with a 
religious education, having been brought up among a body uf 
Difſſenters in Colcheſter : but although his judgment might be 
informed with reſpect to the above truths, yet his conſcience was 
never truly awakened, till he came under the miniſtry of the 
Mlethodiſts. Then it was that he turned to Gop with his whole 
heart, and caſt. in his lot, where he found moſt of the power 
of Goy attending the miniſtry of the word. Deeply ſenſible of 
the miſerable bondage of fin and corruption, and truly humbled _ 
before the Lord on account of it, he could not reſt, but earn- 
eſtly ſought that glorious deliverance, which he faw fect forth 
in the Goſpel. In conſideration of this, even after he was de- 


it was neceſſary for him to overcome them in his own perſon, 


which upon due examination, we ſhall find he actually accom- 


liſhed. ik, | 
<a 1. With 


111 


1. With reſpe& to fin, he was perfectly free from it. In his 
nature, he was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled. He knew no 
ſin, neither was guile ever found in his mouth.” “He magni- 


"fied the divine Law, and made it honourable; *”” ſo that he could 


ſay to the bittereſt of his enemies, „Which of you convinceth 
me of fin?” Yea, he could ſet the accuſer of the brethren at 
defiance : The Prince of this 1 cometh (faith our Lord) 


and hath nothing in me. 


It was doubtleſs neceflary, that our r Lord ſhould perfectly ful- 


lil that law which he was under, eonſidered as the great Mediator 
between Gop and man, ſo that he might in the compleateſt ſenſe 
of the word, be that ſpotleſs victim, who was to bear the puniſh- 
ment of the fins of the whole world, in his own body upon the 
tree. Had he failed in any degree, in that obedience which Gop 


the Father required of him, confidered as our Surety, then he 


muſt have died for his own perſonal tranſgreſſion ; but as he 
perfectly fulfilled all righteouſneſs in his holy life, he was pre- 


pared for that moſt extraordinary tranſaction, to lay down his 


life, in order to redeem and ſave a loſt and ruined world. 


But it was not enough that our Lord ſhould overcome ſin in 


his own perſon: It was alſo abſolutely neceffary that his foul _ 

ſhould be made an offering, and facrifice for fin. And ac- 

_ eordingly it is written, It pleaſed Gop to bruiſe him, to lay 
upon him the iniquity of us all:“ So faith the Apoſtle, «He 

hath put away fin, by the ſacrifice of himſclf.” Hence we learn, 

that he took our curſe upon himſelf ; and having ſuffered the 


puniſhment due to our fins, in order that we might be ſet free 


from that curſe, and delivered from ſuffering the vengeance of 

eternal death. By the ſhedding of his blood, once for all, he 
_ hath made a perfect atonement for our fins, — having fully ſatis- = 
ficd divine juſtice, — and opened a way for the mercy of Gop to 


delcend to every penitent returning ſinner. 


Some good men have repreſented the Gor of Love, in a very 
diſagrecable, and unſcriptural light: They have deſcribed him, 


indeed, as infinitely juſt and holy, but at the ſame time, as an _ 
angry, wrathful being, who is reſolved to pour out his vengeance _ 
to the uttermoſt upon mankind, unleſs ſome one fully qualified 
for the vaſt undertaking, ſhould ſtep forward, and make full ſatis- 
faction for their fins, So that wile and pjous ny. the late 
Dr. Wars, ſays, | 


« Rich were the drops of Jr8v' 8 blood, 
Which calm'd his frow ning tace.“ 


Theſe ls convey a very unlovely, and I think, unſeriptural 
idea of the divine Being. Our Lord lays, C6 Gon ſo loved the 
Vorld, that he gave his only begotten Son.“ Our ſalvation then 
brings from the Love of Gov ; and this Love was wonder- 


tally, 


— ———— — — — iGo 


tice not violated. All this was done 1 
bleſſed Redeemer : He being Gop and man, united in one. Per- 


{ w J 
Fully - manifeſted, when he ſent his well-beloyed Son to ac- 
compliſh the work of our redemption ; man having ſinned, and 


rendered himſelf an object of divine diſpleaſure, the juſtice of 
Gop could not ſuffer him to extend mercy to man. But in- 


finite Love (if I may fo ſpeak) ſet infinite Wiſdom to work, 
in order to find out a way in which mercy might be extended to 
the guilty creature, and yet all the attributes of Gop preſerved 


pure and unſpotted ; ſo that mercy was we TN and yet juſ- 


ſon, his divinity gave all that he did and ſuffered in our ſtead, 


an infinite value in the fight of God: ſo that in his Perſon, 


tercy and Truth met together, and Righteouſneſs and Peace 


| ſweetly embraced each other. A way was now opened for the 


mercy of Gop to be extended to the vileſt of ſinners, who be- 


lieve in the Son of his Love. 


2. How did our bleſſed Loxp overcome ſatan on our aceount? 
1 anſwer, He conquered him in his own perſon. For although 
the devil had the aſſurance (if I may fo ſpeak) to tempt the Son 
of Gop himſelf, yet he had no power over him; for our Lord 


could ſay to him on all occaſions, “Get thee behind me, Satan.“ 


And he likewiſe overthrew his kingdom, and diſpoſſeſſed him, 


on all proper occaſions, where he had taken ä of the 
bodies of poor miſerable men. 


But more particularly: Our J. ord conquered the enemy by 
his own meritorious death and paſſion, It ſeems as if ſatan, 
(wiſe as he is,) did not underſtand the deſign of Gop in ſending 
{-hriſt into the world ; he inſpired the hearts of the rulers with : 
: Jeadly malice againſt our bleſſed Saviour, ſo that they never 
reſted till they had imbrued their hands in his precious blood. 
| Yes, the Lord of Life and Glory fell a ſacrifice to the rage and 
fury of thoſe very men whom he came to ſeek and to fave! 
Then was the Seripture fulfilled, reſpecting the old ſerpent, 
He ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel.” 
| Satan did now bruiſe the heel of our Lord; he perſecuted him 
unto death: But our Lord bruiſed his head. He deſtroyed 
death, and him who had the power of death, that is the devil; 
and delivered them who thro' fear of death were all their life- 
time ſubject to bondage.” By his death he overturned the foun- 
dations of ſatan's kingdom, and caſt the pillars of it down to 
the ground, as he Drougnt Aan and ee to light by 
the Goſpel. 
But our Land gained a compleat victory over ſatan, when <« he 
aſcended upon high, and ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
triumphing over them by the blood of his croſs.” So the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, "Thou haſt led captivity captive, and received 
2 gitts tor men; yea, even for the rebellious, that the Lord 0 
a mis 


the perſon of our 


E 
might dwell among them.” Here our Lord is repreſented as 
obtaining a compleat victory over all the powers of hell, having 
defeated the defigns of our grand adverſary, and opened a way to 
deſtroy death and darkneſs, and to aboliſh his 8 nnen 8 


Over the bodies and ſouls of men. 


3: How hath our Lord conquered death on our account ? 2 - 
anſwer, in the ſame way that he hath overcome fin and ſatan; 


He hath deſtroyed death,” faith the Apoſtle. And again, 


« He hath aboliſhed death, und brought life and immortality to 


light.“ He himſelf died, it is true: It was abſolutely neceſſary 


that he ſhould, becauſe, „Without ſhedding of blood, there is 


no remiſſion of fin ; but death could not keep him a priſoner i in 


the grave. He was raiſed from the dead by the glorious power 


of the Father. Here then, he perſonally conquered Death, as 


he had done ſin and ſatan before. But this is not all, he 
hath diſarmed death of his ſting. For the ſting of death is fin, 


and he hath made a compleat atonement for it. He hath taken 


away all that is terrible in death, as it reſpects the believer, in- 
aſmuch as we only die, to live and reign with Gop for ever. 
To die, will prove our everlaſting gain ;, “for we know, that 
«« when the earthly houſe of this tabernacle is diffoly ed, we have 


a building of Gop, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens,” And befide all this, by his reſurrection from the 
tomb, he has fully aſcertained our refurre&tion alſo. He is be- 
come the firſt-fruits of the glorious harveſt of Gop. So that the 
laſt enemy ſhall be deſtroy ed, and death itſelf ſhall be ſwal- 
| lowed up in victory. Our bodies, which were ſown is ſuch diſ- 
grace, ſhall be raiſed in glory, and being re-united to our ſouls, : 
ſhall live and reign with Gop and the Lamb for ever, We ma 


therefore ſay, with the Apoſtle, « Lor me to live! is Chriſt, and 


| to die is gain.“ 


My moſt valuable Friend well 1 all theſe important 


' truths; he had experienced the power of them for many years 
in his own foul, and was well qualified by the great Head of 


the Church, to explain and entorce them upon the people among 


whom he miniſtered. Many of you are witneſſes, in how clear 


a manner, and with what holy ardour of foul, he would declare 


the whole counſel of God in this chapel, ſo that you have. fat 


under his miniſtry with great profit and ſacred pleaſure. He 


was zealous for the honvur of his Redeemer, and laboured 
faithfully for the ſalvation of ſouls. He did not ſpare himſelf, 
but ſpent his ſtrength frecly in the great. work to which the 
Lord had called him. 


III. We now come to enquire, How we alſo. may gain the | 
Victory, ſo as to ſing and triumph with the Apoſtle, “ Thanks 


be to God, who giveth us the TT Ugo: our Lord Jesvs 
 Carisr,” 


e How 


L 12 


1. How ſhall we conquer fin? Can we do this in our own 


ſtrength, as-Chriſt did? If we are ſincere, and ſet about it in 
earneſt, and labour with all our might, ſhall we then gain the 
victory ? Some think we may. Let them make the trial. Let 


them write out and properly arrange the holy precepts of the 
word of God, in order that they may bear them in remem- 


brance ; and let them labour with the utinoſt finecrity and 


diligence ; — let them cry up the dignity of human nature, and 


the excellency of moral virtue to the very ſkies! And what 
will the fruit .of all this be! Why, juſt nothing. In many 


things, faith the Apoſtle, we all offend. And theſe men will 


ſurely find it fo, and conſequently, that all their boaſted labour 


will prove utterly in vain. But ſuppoſing that they could per- 


fectly keep the whole Law from the hour they ſet about it, 
what have they gained? Verily nothing. For what will they 
do with the allt which they have formerly contracted ? They 
cannot; with truth, and they dare not, for ſhame, ſay, That they 
never have ſinned ; — their own conſciences would witneſs againſt 


them. Surely, they cannot ſuppoſe that their preſent obedience 


will make an atonement for their paſt ſins. Therefore they muſt 


come by the only way which infinite wiſdom hath found out, 
the way which the Apoſtle deſcribes in the text, and gain the 


victory, „through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Chriſt is ſet forth, as 
_ evidently erucificd before our ey es, as having fully acc ompliſhed 8 
the work of our redemption, in order that thro faith in him, 


Ve may obtain a compleat, and an eternal victory. 
How then ſhall we gain the victory over fin D. The Ss is 


caſy: Ile that believeth ſhall be ſaved ; yea, „he that be- 
lieveth is juſtified freely from all things from which he could 


not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes.” Here then we ſee a 


fountain open for fin and unelcanneſs; and by faith we ariſe and 

waſh away our fins, calling upon the Name of the Lord. As 
ſure as JEsUs hath made a compleat atonement for ſin by ſhedding 

| his blood, once for all, ſo ſure does he call us to enjoy the 


, knowledge of ſalvation by the forgiveneſs of fin; and, as the 


happy fruit of this, to enjoy the peace of God in our conſeience. 


Why did our Lord make reconciliation for us poor tranſgreſſors, 


but that we might reap the benefit ot it in our own ſouls 4 that 
ue might be reconciled to God thro' him, and of courte, enjoy 
a clear ſenſe of the divine favour. Why did our Lord make 
peace for us by the blood of his croſs, but that we might enjoy 


that peace in our own ſouls. And why is the Goſpel of Peace 
_ preached unto us in his Name, but that we might experience ihe 
truth of theſe glad tidings of great joy. This truth is ſo clearly, 
ſo fully, and fo frequently revealed ; ſo often, and in ſuch a 
variety of language repeated in the Scriptures, that it is aſtonith- 
ing that any can doubt conccrning it for one moment. 5 | 
Ce eb | 1 well. 
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I. | 
IJ well remember the way in which our deceaſed Brother was 
brought to be fully ſatisfied reſpecting the ſtate of his own ſoul, 


as to the knowledge of Salvation. He was at a certain time 


excecdingly happy in the Love of God, and the words of the 
Apoſtle were brought to his mind, attended with divine power, 
« Love is of God ; he that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 


God.“ Hence he was led to reaſon thus: „ That holy 
„ heavenly Love, which I now feel in my heart, muſt certainly 


« come from God, according to his own Word; therefore, it is 


ca ſure evidence of his love to me. I can only love God from 


& a ſenſe of his love to me; but [ am conſcious that J do love 
« God; therefore, it is evident, that he loves me, I will, and 


I do rejoice in him as the God of my Salvation.” From that 


time he was bleſt with a ſenſe of his acceptance with God; and 
I do not know that he ever loſt it. 8 . 


But how are we to be delivered from the Power of Sin, ſo 


that it may no longer reign over us? I anſwer, with the 


Apoſtle, «£ Thro' our Lord Jesus CHRIST,“ who himſelf hath. 


ſaid, „If the Son ſhall make you free, then are you free in— 


decd.” It is an effential property of living Faith to purify the 


heart. He therefore that belicveth, is juſtified, Chriſt alſo is 


made unto him wiſdom and righteouſneſs, ſanctification and re- 


demption. © He that believeth, is born of God, and knoweth 


God: And the deſign of Chriſt in coming into the world is an- 


ſwered in him; which was to redeem us from all iniquity, and 
to purify us unto himſelf as a peculiar people. The divine na- 
ture, is communicated for this very end, that we may be renewed _ 


in the ſpirit of our mind, and wholly delivered from the bon- 
dage of fin and corruption. The grace of God is powerful 
in its operations upon the believing foul. It is a full and ſuf- 
ficient antedote \againſt the poiſon of the old ſerpent, againſt 
the carnal mind, and all its enmity againſt God and godlineſs. 
It will conquer qhe perverſeneſs of our will, and deliver us from 


our evil tempers. Chriſt ſhall be formed in our hearts by the 


power of the Holy Spirit, ſo that we ſhall be holy and happy, 
meek and lowly, gentle and ſubmiſſive, patient and reſigned, 


| Kind, merciful, full of goodneſs, righteouſneſs, and truth. 
Every holy, happy, and amiable temper ſhall be planted in 


us; and our whole ſoul ſhall tend towards God and heaven, 


This is the liberty which the Goſpel calls us to; ſo that with 
the Apoſtle, we may ſay, „The law of the Spirit of Life in 


Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the law of fin and death,” 
Was not our honoured and dear friend, a living and a dying 
witneſs of this? Did not his life and converſation teſtify it to 
all who knew him, - cſpecially while he continued a a Travelling- 
Preacher? My acquaintance with him began in the year 1763, 


- when 
8 


| E ih 
when at a Conference held in this city, We were ap- 
pointed to labour together in Keighley-Circuit. In the courſe 
of this year, he read the Life of Gregory Lopez, and was cap- 
tivated with his auſtere way of life : This induced him to imitate 


Lopez in every thing except retiring into the deſert, He there- 
fore faſted two days in the week, ſeldom or never went to bed, 
but either ſung and prayed all night, or lay down a ſhort time 


upon the ground, or in his clothes upon the bed. By theſe 


| harſh means he brought upon himſelf a violent fit of ſickneſs, 
and narrowly eſcaped death: But being convinced of his mit- 
take, he changed the courſe of his life, and was mercifully ſpared 
for greater uſefulneſs. The work of the Lord abundantly. 
_ proſpered in our hands, and we ſaw a revival in many parts 


of the Circuit. - 


The following year we laboured together in the city of Nor- 


wich, and had many opportunities of ſeeing each other. Theſe 
were employed in prayer and profitable converſation. On all 
_ occaſions he opened his whole mind to me. From my own know- 

| ledge of him I can affirm, that he was a holy, upright, faithful 
man, zealous for the glory of God and the ſalvation of fouls. 


He was endued with conſiderable miniſterial gifts, and bleſt with 


much ſucceſs in his labours. He had a clear underſtanding, + 
ſound judgment, quick apprehenſion, and a retentive me- 


mory. He gave himſelf to that ſort of reading which ſuited his 


calling, and therefore improved much. He conſtantly viſited 
the poor and fick. To the former, he was too bountiful ſome- 
times, and gave away what was really wanted at home; and 
when his amiable partner expoſtulated with him, he would an- 


ſwer, © My dear, we ſhall not repent of it at the day of Judg- 
ment.“ The ſick, he ſometimes viſited at the hazard of his own 


life; and once in particular, by fo doing, when ſtationed at 
HBirſtal, he caught a malignant fever, from which he recovered 
with great difficulty. A more faithful, conſtant, and affee- 


tionate friend, I 


never met with, nor one whom I more highly 
eftcemed.. 5 - 5 1885 BITE * 


2. And ſhall we not gain the victory over ſatan, thro' the 


ſame conquering faith in Chriſt, by which we overcame ſin? 
Doubtleſs, we ſhall; becauſe it is the will of Cod that we 
| ſhould always conquer. He hath ſaid, “ refiſt the devil, and 
he ſhall flee from you.” He alſo hath promiſed to bruiſe Satan 
under our feet. The apoſtle declares, © There hath no temp- 
tation taken you, but ſuch as is common to men, but God is 


faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able, but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to bear it.“ But it would be endleſs to quote 


all the promifes which God hath made to his people of this kind, 
CE” „ from 


= 


| "I 
1 from which it evidently appears, that he will always give us 
ſtrength according to our day, ſo that no weapon formed againſt 
aus ſhall ever proſper. Faith lays hold upon the promiſes ; and 
buy a proper uſe of our ſhield, we quench, not only ſome, but 
all the fiery darts of the devil. If he attempts to overwhelm 
us as a flood, the Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a ſtandard 
againſt him ; ſo that by the exerciſe of faith, we ſhall be 
more than conquerors through him who hath loved us. 
ö 23% By the ſame faith, we gain the laſt and final victory over 
1 death, our laſt and moſt dreadful enemy. Our Lord came to 
deliver thoſe, who through fear of death, were all their life- 
| time ſubje& to bondage. And he fulfils his own deſign, by 
giving us an abiding ſenſe of his love, and an aſſurance of our 
right and title to eternal life. We therefore live in the enjoy - 
ment of the peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding, and 
are enabled to rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Being 
| united to Chriſt, we know that we are made joint heirs with 
{ him of an incorruptible, undefiled, and never-fading inheri- 
tance. When death makes its approach, we are ſupported by the 
powerful arm of God, and comforted by his free Spirit: So that 
when we are paſling thro' the valley of the ſhadow: of death, 
we ſhall fear no evil, becauſe God himſelf is with us, and 
will bring us ſafe through. Such is the goodneſs of God, that 
he frequently favours his children, at the end of their race, 
with remarkable views of his love towards them ; and gives 
them ſuch a glorious proſpect of heaven, that no painful 
doubt or diſtreſſing fear can have any place in their minds, 
but all is calm, and joy, and peace. en 


| Some have enjoyed inexpreſlible tranquility and ſerenity of 
3 mind, agreeable to the words of the Prophet, The fruit of 
righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; and the effect of righteouſneſs, 
quietneſs and aſſurance for ever.” Others have been filled with 
triumphant joy in the proſpect of death. Yea, many we have 
known, who when in the very jaws of death, have rejoiced with 
- unſpeakable joy. Our dear friend was bleſt with a firm con- 
fidence in God, and a lively hope of being happy with him for 
ever. I converſed very freely with him, ſome time before he 
died: He appeared much affected with the confideration that he 
was drawing near the grave, but had no diſtreſſing fear on that 
account. Being aſked by a friend, who had long known him, 
If his confidence in God was ſtrong and clear?” He readily 
anſwered, © I bleſs God, it is.” I ſaw him many times after 
this, and always found him the ſame; living in the con tant 
expectation of death, but entirely free from all doubts an! ars 
reſpecting it. He ſaid to his partner in life, a littl- de e 
was deprived of the uſe of his reaſoning Powers, 66 ; believe 
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from you as I could wil „ No wonder, that he ſhould feet. 


ſome degree of reluctance at the thought on parting * 1 
beloved wife and children. | 


From the conſideration. of the Lord's dealings with our de. 
parted Friend, we may ſee how neceſſary it is to be always ready, 


for we know not what we may be called to ſuffer before we leave 


this world. Let us therefore ſtand, with our doins girt, and our 
lamps burning bright, ſo that being prepared to meet the heavenly 


Brides room, we may Joytully enter with him into his ev W 


kingdom, 


F N 


Ae . 8 


IR 1* 25 4 , * N py 2 1 "8 . 
2 * a7 00. o 4 

Fe , 4 __ Nu ab Hf 2 8 57 * *. 55 8 

„ * 4% ; * 


. 


0 „ . % 
LT - 1 . 1 + 


. — & 
— 


* 3 2 8 e 
Ae SEE rt uy, 6776 SV 
» . * : * p © if - 9 * 0 
— "oh . . * ö oe Wo 
p * "ay a Y 


_ 


* 


3 
* 


